
New Zealand beach 

My personal application 

from debriefing in 2009: 

planting an apple tree, 

symbolic of life and fruit 

to come in the future.   

Myself, Jeanette & Tammy 

riding in a tuk-tuk.  

Debriefers and debriefees.  

Grabbing supplies from a 

market. 



Cambodia itself is an interesting country in that over 80% of the population is under the age 

of 30 because of the massive genocide in the late 70's done by the Khmer Rouge. Our team 

was able to visit a "killing cave" on our day off, which was a very sobering experience. We 

heard there are still an estimated 4-6 million activated land mines that remain undetonated 

around the city of Battambang alone, meaning the threat of the Khmer Rouge still lives on in the reality 

of deaths or disfigurement caused by exploding land mines in the countryside. Despite this, Cambodians 

(from my brief observations) seem to be a relatively happy people who are open to talking about their histo-

ry, choosing to move on from the horrors of the past rather than  getting stuck in a victim mentality.   
 

After our debriefing 

ministry in Cambo-

dia was finished, I 

headed to Taiwan 

for a week to see 

my sister Amy & 

family, and also 

caught up with a 

few friends there.  

It was such a fun 

week, and it flew by way too quickly! I then traveled to New Zealand, visiting my other sister, Pam, and 

her family.  I was able to spend Christmas with them, which was super exciting as the last Christmas I 

had with Pam was 16 years ago!  It was also my very first Christmas with my niece, Lanae, and nephew, 

Micah, who are ages 13 and 8.  Since my immediate family is only able to get together every 4 years, it 

was a dream come true to go down there for a visit and reconnect with precious loved ones!!  I have re-

turned from my whole trip feeling rested and ready for what is next.  

 

In the spring I plan to help our DTS in the capacity of coaching our new school leader. Enjoying this role 

last year, I’m going in for round two. In between schools I continue to help with debriefing, mentoring 

younger staff, teaching a little bit here and there, and the fun stuff = administration!   
 

As 2013 has come to a close, I see God's thumbprint on my life. I hope the same is true for you.  May you 

be blessed in 2014!!         For His Glory,  LORi  

Christmas Day 

Painting with my nieces and nephew in Tai-

wan.  Hanging out with Nathan and Kenna. 

Pam, Lanae and I on a hike.      Micah, realizing on Christmas morning he had not gotten me a 

prezzie, stuck a bow on his head and crawled under the tree himself. It was pretty hilarious! 

                 Lori Rietema          501 Blacktail Rd.  Lakeside, MT 59922     lorisrietema@hotmail.com           406-890-5208 

For more information on financial donations and partnering with me in ministry, please contact me.  Donation checks 

can be made out to “YWAM” with “#3027” on the memo line instead of my name, and sent to the address above. 


